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INTRODUCTION. 


It is a matter for extreme gratification for the Royal 
Family, for Travancore and also for the Department for the 
Publication of Oriental Manuscripts,^ Trivandrum, that a 
treatise on natyaj composed by Sri Balarama Varma 
Maharaja, in the midst of his arduous State duties, is 
now placed before the public. The work, based as it 
is on numerous previous authorities, is, in the main, 
the result of the practical experience of the author on 
Natya. This publication is therefore all the more im- 
portant for those interested in the revival of Indian na- 
tional dance, and especially for the student of Kerala theatre. 
The science of natya is defined by the author as 

’ and this definition has been applied to the 
abhinayas of the various parts of the body, such as ahga 
(head, &c.), upahga (eye, &c.) and pratyafiga (neck, &c). 
Accepting raga, tala and other musical accompaniments 
as the external meaus of expressing emotions, the author 
deals in great detail with the various internal and external 
gestures, giving definitions and applications to one and all of 
them. Numerous systems of abhinayas, both internal and 
external, that had been in vogue in Kerala alone, have also 
been illustrated, and this is evident from the following lines 
found at the close of the different sub-sections of the book, 

0 ” (p. 25) 

H” (p. 51) 

H” (p. 107) 

?[?T?rrT^5i«fr 5rw ii” (p. 191) 

If =?frfgT ll” (p, 263) 

Of course, the author treads on the path of the famous 
natya-iastra of Bharata, but his teachings are the outcome 
of his practical experience and he may therefore be regarded 



as a iil^her authority or. the subject of raty^ a* plain 
from rhe fcllowirig lints 


“#8joT ^ qr^' yf, i 

li 

B:7^h7S '^r?T?rr f’ cj'i. i'62; 


This precious work i^ 
rhb: end of the nioiiiisciipt i. 
;u::eiop:s r,o procure a coia 


pkits a> soiiie iTios ar 

1. ‘i It, I lit. i ctiiCi il„i: l;!:,il lil 'i' 

rov iias'c bseii ill vain. I 


veiirrei'c to diink that the work was left ireonipie;: 
jnluulii’iSfij, iiasagarigadhara arci o her proctnedoii 


Oi 


The sy.s tern of DfiT, yu dealt widi in ihis work, Though 
ki-sed oxj previous audioriliiw, is found to have been trans- 
fused by ili.e pracLiciii kuotviedge of the author ; and e'/eii 
an indifferem' reader of the work cannot but be impressed by 
the wonderful mastery that ihe author had on the siibjeer, 
F'rom the following' stanza. 


¥??5fftrf 11” fp- 6) 

it can be inferred that the tvork was .composed when rhe 
author, adorned with various accompimimeiits of dancing was 
seated amidst an assembly o£ mimerous conuoissears of the art. 
This also corroborate,? the statement that the definitions and 
applications of gestures esplaiascl herein are the result of his 
practical experience of the science. It appears chat the royal 
author 'who had mastered the previous works on the subject 
has supplemented the science of natya with other .systems 
current ill Malabar ; and in support of this stateiueni can 
be quoted the following extract showing the vieivs of Kohala 
on samyuta hasta and its amplification by our author, 

^^raffc^IsficHWt 55^32: S5f: I 
iraT59T% f5?rr# 11 

| 



srfl' — 

5i5rf^!T<?^r^R?rf f ^ ii 

55d w^cfs?! i 
^s i! 

JTt^r ?rR?nf?a-: i 

^WST^sflfsr ^^w: g«T5Fr5T5T: I) 


iraTO^i^rsr ii 

^’wrgiJtr ’n ft” 


(p. 75) 

The authoi’ thus espaB.dino’ the system o£ natya of 
Bharata with other systems current in Malabar appears to 
be an incarnation of Bharata. Kohala and other hoary sages. 

The work bears the siguificaut title Balaramabharata 
as it w'as composed by Balarama, as may bs seen from the 
following sloka found at the outset of the work ; — 

^s^5!Tg<?=^m5« g^T Ii” (p. 12) 

The prefix “Bala” in Balarama^ the name of the 
author, is a hereditary title manifesting submission to G-od Sri 
Padmanabha, the tutelary deity of the TraTaneore Royal 
House, in whom the ruling power of the State is vested. 
This has been fully dealt with in my introduction to Bala- 
mi-rtapdavijaya. 

The author is knowm to have lived betw'een 899-973 
M. E.j corresponding to 1724-1798 A. D,, having been a 
ruling sovereign for the major portion of his life. Having 
naasiered numerous arts aud scieuces even as a boy, he was 
a votary of the poetic muse and an equally intrepid 
soldier in battle. When he was about to start for waging 



i 

■war against the king of the country called “Mapraija"’, he is 
said to have sent the following message which took u [>oetic 
garb: 

‘‘WJrm ?rir *rr STM 
! I 

! li” 

This incident told about the author shows that poetry 
was a zealous mistress with him eveu when he was bent on 
quelling the pride of a powerful enemj’. Many similar 
anecdotes have gathered around the name of this gifted 
author enshrining him in a halo of glory. In the introductory 

verse ft (p. 4) the author claims descent from 

the great Solar race. 

A life sketch of the author by Kao- Sahib Mahakavi- 
Kavitilaka, Ullur S. Paramesvara Ayyar, M. A,, B, L,( a life, 
long student of Kerala antiquities, runs us follows : 

“Maharaja Bala Rama Varma, the author of Bak- 
ramabharata, was one of the greatest and most distin- 
guished sovereigns of Travancore. He was born on the 5th 
Karkatakam, 899 M. E- (1724 A. D.) The star of his nati- 
vity being Kjrttika, he is popularly known as Kartika Tiru- 
nal. His father was Kerala Varma Koil TamparSn of 
Kilimautlr and mother Rapi Parvati Bayi. Maharaja Bala 
Martapda Varma, the maker of modern Travancore, who 
ruled from 904 to 953 M. E. (1729-1758) was liis maternal 
uncle. 

Quite early in life, Rama V arma gave remarkable proofs 
of his versatile genius, and under the fostering care of his 
uncle, became both an able soldier and an eimdite scholar. 
He attained proficiency in many languages, and particularly 
in Sanskrit, Persian, Hindustani and Malayalam. Later, he 
employed Pietro de Vegas, a Portuguese teacher and studied 
both Portuguese and English under him. He is also known 
to have possessed a working knowledge of Dutch. He 
evinced extraordinary talents not only in literature, but also 
in music, dancing and kindred arts. 

Rama Varma assisted his uncle in all the wars under- 
taken by him, and especially those against the Ketherland 
East India Company, and the Rajas of KSyankulam, Am- 
palappuzha, Tekkumkur, and Vadakkumkur. When Am- 
palappuzha succumbed, so absorbing was his interest in culture 
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that he collected all the ancient palin-Iea£ maunscripte pre"* 
* served in the palace of the vanquished Raja and brought them 

over tx> the capital, leaving liamayyan Dalawa, the famous 
minister and generalissimo of Martanda Varma, to take 
charge of the trophies of war. Several of these manuscripts 
may even now be seen in the Trivandrum Palace Library. In 
the drama BalamS-rtandavijaya, composed by the poet Deva- 
raja of ASrarnam in South Ti'avancore, in commemoration of 
f the dedication by Martanda Varma of his kingdom to SrT 

Padmanabha, his tutelary deity, on the 5th Mafcaram 92.5 
M- E. (1750 A. D.), there are many passages revealing the 
great regard which the King had for Rama Varma, as a poet 
and patron of letters. The following description of Rani 
Parvati Bayi, occurring in Act IV of that work is worthy 
of perusal : 

^ ff ^r?T€t 

4 I sfkiRm^rrTE^- 

^5r5E?r^g^»rg^TTf5i3Tr5RrT 

?rfoi fifnT% pRrrtr^g5tR5n% ^ 

5ir%rTR gisgifw fgsr^odfw RRug^rffg g^gR^igrrfrr =sr 

^isf^ srf^f^g arg^n% r 

The king, on hearing these words from the mouth of 
one of his attendants, says to himself as follows:— 

gRTsfRiwgjfoi: 

■ w?TwgRgrtt5rf?gTi%iTkt3RgRr»?gg; i sitgrfg tf^rr 

(p. 55.) 

The king’s high estimate of Rama Varma may be 
gathei'ed from the following verse put into his mouth by the 
poet;:; 



6 


^nTOr3m?rwt5rs?WTff!%i%- 
fT|ajf??fq =snEroffjfji f5sr¥3frtw?# =5i¥^3?r: i 
i|5f jwfwr ?rPii3fT: 

¥r?5H mf?¥Tr4^r ¥rfmmm¥r*¥rl57?T: Si’’ 

To make his own assurance oil the point doubly sin’o, 
the king asks the pandits and poets assembled on the occasion 
whether Ms nepheAV knows anything of the various arts that 

he has learnt srrwiis ?) and they 

reply with one voice : 

jpis^fk^rfiffrRW srira; 1| 

?rw5^3rT5 JT^rnoT ^ftiTrfr TWWjftJTT ! 

5r5f¥F# ¥iR¥m%fw?Tii^sra': ii’’ (p. 93) 

It is needless to cite more i-eferences. Devaraja was a life-long 
friend and court-poet of Ramii Varma. and I am of the view 
that a Veiled allusion to him is contained in the verse occur- 
ring in the hit roiuctory part of Balaramabharata : 
‘‘st^^sgijrf^^frwrwm tsRTsr- 
JTS’3?I^55f?5<IRSTq*ftg^^ri'W: I 



fw555rra gTa^ji^rirtsr: ii” 

On the death of Martaijda Varnsa on the 27th Mithu- 
nam 933 (July 1758), Kama Varma ascended the throne, 
and reigned for a period of about forty eventful years. His 
death occurred on the 7th Mithunam 9”3 M. E. (July 1798). 
It is not possible here to attempt even a brief resume cl his 
political and administrative career. Suffice it to say thac he 
drove the Zamorin of Malabar from Cochin and oompelled 
him to sue for peace, made Cochin sarrender the taluks cf 
Kunnattunad, Aiangad, Parur and Shertaliay. the Rajas of 
Alangad and Parur signing sejrarate deeds of renunciation, 
entered into perpetual alliance with the lilawab of Areot, 
i-elinquishing his trans-ghatian possessions, but securing for 
Travancora the taluk of Shencotta and the sacred temple of 
Cape Comorin without further molestation from the Nawab, 
erected the celebrated Nedumkotta fortifications on the 
northern frontier, purchased the ports of Cranganore and 
Ayikkotta from the Dutch as a means of further protection 
against enemies from that quarter, defeated Tippu Sultan of 
Mysore, consolidated the whole territory from Tovula to 
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Parur and executed a treaty of perpetual friendship and 
alliance with the English East India Company. The extent 
of Travancore to-day is practically the same as when he died 
in 1798 A- D. Maharaja Rama Varma was deeply religious- 
minded. He performed the Tulapurusadftna in 985, Hira- 
pyagarbhadana in 9S6, Brahmapdakatahadana and Kalpa- 
vl'ksadana in 9SS and Gosahasradana, Svarnakamadhenu- 
dana, Hirapyasvadana, Hiranya^varathadana. Bhamklana, 
Visacakradana, Kaip^ikalatadana, Hemahastirathaclaua. Pan - 
calangakclana, Saptasagaradana, Manidhenudana and Maha- 
bhutakatahadana in 940 M. E., thus completing the sixteen 
Mahadanas or great gifts ordained by the Hindu religion. 
On the 28rd Mithunain 941 M. E. (1766) he made, following 
in the wake of his uncle, a dedication to Sid Padmanabha, 
of the territories surrendered by Cochin to Travancore. In 
945 M. E. (17 69), he purchased from the Raja of Ramnad the 
estate of Kakur in the Ramnad District for the performance 
of certain services in the Kamesvaram Temple. On his 
mother’s death on the 30th Edavam 957 M. E. (1782), he 
resolved to proceed on a pilgrimage to Ramesvaram and ptr- 
form certain religious rites there for her merit. This resolu- 
tion was carried out in Vrischikam 959 M. E. (1783). In 
968 M. E. (1788), he got a yiga (V'edic sacrifice) performed 
on a grand scale at Alwayeon the northern lank of the Peri- 
yar river. 

Neither Hycler Alinor Tippu Sultan was able to devas- 
tate Travancore, as they did the other parts of Kerala. 
When Tippu Sultan carried fire and sword into Malabar, 
innumerable Hindus, high and low, fled to Travancore for 
shelter, and the Maharaja, true to the traditions of his family, 
protected every one of them, as befitted his status, the quest- 
ion of cost or consequential risk never tor once entering into 
his calsmlation. Two Sanskrit verses portraying the general 
panic which Tippu’s invasion created in Malabar have come 
down to us and they are worthy of quotation here: 

wnit% Wr u 





. B 

The asylum accorded by the Mahraja to those refugees 
was one of the several reasons advanced by the Sultan for 
invading Travancore. His first attempt, however, failed 
rniserai)ly. Even the Muhammadan histoi'ian Mir Husain 
AH Khan Kirraani, admits that, on the SSsh r*eceniber 1789, 
‘hhe enemy attacked the Sultan's iroops on ail sides with 
ill-rows and musketry and caused incalculable distress and 
confusion among them. ........... Three or four hundred 

horsemen, men of good families, gave substantial rpoofs 
of their valour and were all billed and troundesl in front of 

the Sultan In short the Sultan and Kamruddin 

Khan escaped out of the whirlpool of their misfortunes, and 

the rest of the Khans .were never after heard of’’. 

When Tippu, maimed for life in that ambush, came again to 
wreak his vengeance on the Maharaja, the reriyar river, which 
was in high flood, arrested his advance, illustrating the 
truth of the observation made in the drama I'ratijflayau- 
gandharayaija, attributed to Bhasa, 

ijftnfaTOTiTO ii” 

and before the flood subsided, Lord Cornwallis was virtually 
at the gate of Seringapatam. Rama Varma was loyally serv- 
ed by very able ministers, the foremost among whom 
were Raja Ke§ava Das, Aiyappan Martan^an Filial and 
Mahadevayyan Subbayyan, as also his distinguished Flemish 
general, Eustatius de Lannoy who died in 1777 A. D. On 
"the 2nd July 17 74, Pope Clement XIV sent him a message 
of good-wili, in recognition of the kindness and consideration 
shown by him to his Christian subjects. On the 10th Octob- 
er 1790, the Maharaja was honoured by the Kizam of Hyd- 
erabad, in his capacity as the vicegerent of the Muhammadan 
Emperor of Delhi in South India, with the titles of Kfyitapati 
Manne Sultan Maharaja Raja Rama Raja Bahadur Sliamsher 
Jung, and these titles are even now borne by his successors. 

The charities of the Maharaja were so Hberal and wide- 
spread that he came to be known as Dharmaraja throughout 
India. Contemporary writeri have left glowing accounts 
of his high character. Fra Paolino da San Bartcdomeo, the 
Carmelite friar and scholar who lived for several years in Tra- 
vancore and who knew the Maharaja intimately, has recorded: 

‘‘He is an affable, polite, contented, prudent, friendly man 

For my part I could not help admiring the goodness of heart. 
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the affability and huinauity of this prince as well as the sirnph- 

city o£ his household establishment and way o£ We . He 

has further stated-. “Public security is again restored 
throughout the whole country ; robbery and 
longer heard of f no one has occ isioa to be 
ways; religious worship is never interrupted; and praplc 
maV rest assured that on every occasion justice will be 

speilily administered” . Adriran Moens, the Dutch Governor 
W Golin, has observed that he “directs f principal ato 
himself enouires into, and is acquainted \iuh tVciy thm,^ 

to f ’oTSi ly “T 

appointed to settle the aftairs of Makbai m It9-, _A. D. , 
Irivc remarked : “We own he left a very favourable impres- 
k i o ^ - to his personal qualities and what 

consider as the unequivocal sincerity of his attachment to 
he Honourable Company”. ^ _ 

The Maharaja was a great lover of culture. When rra 
Paolino ^told him that he had studied A marakosa, he was 
in-eatly pleaseih The i'nar says: ‘This is the leal and 
m-inci pal cause why the king, during the whole time of my 
residence in Malafer, behaved to me with so much kindness 
The Maharaja asked him to explain the parts of speech of 
the EnMish grammar, and on his doing so, went the length 
oi calling him his Gum. He also insisted on Tns subordi- 
nates' BtSdying the Dutch language, Decause of the necessity 
they had for frequent coiTespondence with the hfetheiLmd 
East India Company. 

Great as was the reputution of Maharaja llama Varraa 
MS a ruler, even grea:er was the fame that he acquired as a 
patron of arts. To his court flocked from far andnear 
Notaries of fine arts of every description and he gave them 
lenerous encouragement and support.^ The description con- 
tained in the following verses of the mtroauctory portion of 
Balaramabharata, is by no means exaggerated: 

VTSTsrnfS- ii 

5n%R[5afffa?**n' ■ vi5r«rT«ff u 
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4s^mT%?rf95fT^%r!fiH5f^il: i 

lr?5i'T% l^iETWarT ^%'fOR5rr?T: ii” 

Besides Devaraja, the antlior of Bakmartaiidavijaya 
already referred to, the most famous scholars and poets in 
his court were :— (1) Sadasiva DIksita, (2) Kalyaiiasubrah- 
mairya, (3 j V enkatasnbrahmairya, ( 4) Subrahmaiiya, ( 5) Pan - 
talam Subrahmai\ya§:lstri, (6) Kunchan Nambiyar, (7) Puti- 
yikkal Tampan, (8) Maptavappalli Ittirariosa Menon, In the 
centre of this galaxy shone the glorious orb of A§vati 
Tirunal Kama Varma, one of the greatest Sanskrit poets of 
his age, who was the Maharaja’s own grand-nephew and 
who beciime heir-apparent to the throne in 1796 A. D. , but 
whose promising life was cut off at the all-too-eai’ly age of 
32. Very soon after in 1788 A. 1). Asvati Tirunal, who is 
referred to as “in Balaramabharata, com- 

posed a praiaati of the Maharaja under the title of Vaflcisa- 
stava, which I published for the first time in volume II of 
the Kerala Society Papers. In his drama, Rukminiparinaya, 
published in the Kavyamaia Series, Asvati Tirunal gives a 
further description of the Maharaja in the following passage: 


!T%cr?r gw 



In another work of his, Srngarasudhftkarabhana 
(unpublished), the Maharaja is again referred to as '^^wg^^W- 
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Sada§iva4rksifca, son of Cokkanatha Makbin and Mf- 
naksi, composed his Balaramavarmayasobhrisana (unpub-- 
lished) on the model of Vklyanatha’s Frataparudraya- 
sobusana. There is also a Natakaprakaraua in it as in 
Vidyariatha’s work. The follovi'ii)g verses are extracted 
from it; 

tngtfl srirrai%?jt?sr 

fgWtlHf 53' S^T: ^1: mficr: S 

^cfT jrr%OTr !5iif?rr Rir^^rg; 

5^^!%; gww sft?T?r^¥r! ^'T: II 

^5^131% srf^’r? ’STf 

I !1 

OTff vrT<ig; I 
gOT%raqm^^rs# fqsr^t ii 
isr 5|w I 

The Verse beginning with reveals the pro - 

ficiency of the Maharaja in both /Sa/i«%a and Smlglia. 

Kaivanaeubrahmanya also composed a work on rhetoric 
by name Akakarabha?ana in praise of the Maharaja on the 
pattern of Appayya Dlk#itak Auvalayanancia. The following 
verse occurs in that work. : 

^Ts=4i?prri?!®ffn*c i 
g-Tiofl sfr<pwwBr^<i?ft itsrmn^lisEr- 
«««rt |j 



is:....- 

Verikatasubrahmaiiya, son of Veiikatesviiriiniakliin of 
the family of the celebrated Appayya Diksitii himself, wrote 
VasulaksnilkalySna, a drama in five acts (unpublished). 
'Fhat drama also extols the achievements of the Maharaja and 
makes reference to the close friendship which subsisted 
between him and the English East India Company 

Subrahmanya, son of Ritmaliftga and ivobilamha, was 
the author of the poem, Fadmanabhavijaya in eight cantos 
(unpublished). The following verse is from that poem: 

sti'RRmf 'T^tr 

«fwi^ T|'4?rg: ii” 

Palitalam Subrahmaiiya Sastri was the profonndest 
Sanskrit scholar of his age in Kerala. He was the first from 
the Malabar coast to proceed to Benares, siudy at first hand 
the babdenduSekhara of Nagesabhatta, and bring that work 
to the notice of local scholars. Although no works of his 
have been discovered so far, some of his stray verses ai'e ex- 
tant. Thu following is one of them and it was SH it to the 
Maharaja on his health being enquired after by the latter; 

^ frw: i 

44T?lfraf T44?W: 4r44 4; etfftff- 

454OTf t%tr^Krar4f44ta'r fiw ffs=4| ti 

The gist of ethe verse is that he appreciated the con- 
versational powers of the Maharaja even more than his 
gifts. 

Kunchan Nampiyar, Pttuiyikka! Tampan and Ittirari&sa 
Menou wrote Kadiakali plays and other Malayalam works. 
Nampiyar who cheated the Tull al type of literature in Mala- 
y.alam was one of the .greatest, of Malayalam poets Even 
a blind poei of the Marar caste wrote a Tulbd on the Maha- 
raja’s pilgrimage to Kamesvaram. : - 

Itavattikkilttu Nfirayanan N'amputiri, the author of 
Rukmipiparinajacampii, was a well - known Sanskrit poet 
who lived during Lite rdgn of liama Varma- He has com- 
posed several beautiful verses in. prtdse of the Muhaiaja, two 
of which are quoted below : 
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«r^;'<s^rafS3ff®5r?oi TrincrafTOi; ii 
'g# gi^^THfOT wrar ott- 
iT'? cwi ^ >THT I 

•gyfffrJFW !T%''-3r 'Trarst^T- 
■4?i ^masr#! sff^ gfRTsfrs'^ffp^' li” 

Thi^ poet Wits once rewarded with tiie shawl which the 
Muharaja liimsell "was wearing on the following verae being 
composed and recited: 

“^ffifTtrr! ?Tf =3iP?r filter hirei? ^fitt 

?ara wsk ! fi-igspor n^fr irifflfiq; i 

cw ^r?rff rfi5i?r¥f|?^ saral'fJifi'Jif 

icrag; f# 5p?m!7 ??!rarOTfr ^iraiwgjtr u” 

Kerala is noted for the number and variety of its San- 
desakavyas in Sanskrit- Ona such Kavya was composed 
by a KTiirapatiri Uralnuiin of Tirumandharnkuimu in Malabar 
who fled to Travaiicore on the invasion of Tippu Sultan. It 
is aptly .Uiuned Cataka'amiesa and ends noth a prayer for 
some mainumance aliowaiiee, as the Namputiri had lost all his 
wealth in consequence of that invasion. There is no touch 
of Vipralambha-arAgara at all in that poem. The following 
verses give m glowing description of the Maharaja: 

‘*irr*THc^w?oT%?r%i%fa| 

vr[35st^Errjf5s?:^f^% j^Rrvrtil 

flfciHU'T «ra%g5iTr^«T??rtK, II 

':?T¥q'I^r4%W?%5t JltJlt: ^gj{?Trtrrg I 

sr:§:r3Tle^5rg-g^q^;^#qgr?I^ li 
«T«raW«stotw%5H^d’s«wf#T%t??r- . 

sgts^a^rl- Ollt- 

?sEcira|?r^ |swr# ?gr¥r5=5Tr5i: ii 
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“f | 5rr^?r'r5T^I- 

>5P?Tr?rTlt'7r%r%?^s-4t^rfl’Tfs?fWTO 

' ' ' fK f ^ 0 

•^i%!f!l?TV =5r sff 

^rfJTfwsTTq'^^^ 11 ” 

Two more relevant verses are quoted below : 
‘‘%^:fg?i%?l?IST}^I?f!=gfer'l4 
?f?fRr®%fi?fqqT%crf5Tf5raTTmpfT I 
m'TrTr!»*i?5nt«T2g’-^g[^wr^ i%^w 

i%3r*ra 5[T5r^!Er5nt I u 

3r?f ! 

?Rr?^rf5TT ?T| 2 JTfSTT^Tg'qT?i®jr'fre! i 
3^%jrrg^%5r5r®fi W’T?5ngnu=a- 

3p! <:r5rr«N[W3vrgrai;3fl^ u” 

Among others who found shelter dn Travancore from 
the Tiger of Mysore was Manorama Tampuratti of the 
Zaniorin’s family. She was the most learned woman of 
her age in Kerala. It may even be added that, great as the 
culture of women is in Kerala, no lady has risen to her 
level in Sanskrit scholarship either before or after. The 
tradition is that, even before she was twelve years of age, 
she could recite and explain the whole of Bahttoji Diksita’s 
Praudhamanoraina. Manorama Tampuratti, on her arrival 
in Travancore, was accommodated at Kunnatturand subse- 
quently at Ennakkad, and treated as a royal guest. Aluch 
epistolatory literature passed between the Maharaja and her, 
and the following verses furnish a specimen thereof ; 

^rsf crq^^T^ 3% \ 

%^r ^ ?T5St 

wt5?ri3T«3f33r??T!4t%g?rfi qst# Si 

|g«rt fi 33 ; i 

x% 3T fOT«T 3f ti’’ 

h'ra Bartolemeo says that, at the’ head of the procession 
of the Maharaja, there was not only a band of musicians, 
but “two court-poets who celebrated in songs his great 
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acliievementB” ■ It; may, in this connection be noted that 
his uncle Martanda Varma, sent a court-poet of his, on an 
embassy to Dupleix, in 1747 A. D. , as may be seen from 
the Private Diary of Ananda Ranga Pillai, In Bakmartan- 
(Javijaya, Martanda Varma, referring to Rama varma, who 
gave away the presents to poets on the occasion of the liru- 
ppatidanamceremonysays: 

5rfdmOT5j; d 

5T% ?T^r^4TS?r i” 

Throughout the reign of Rama varma, not only poets, 
but all persons who devoted their life to fine arts, received 
munificeui: gifts from him. 

Tire Maharaja was also a poet of distinction. In Mala- 
yalamiie is the author of six Kathakalis, viz. , Rajasuyam, 
Subhadrahiiranam, Bakavadharn, Ganclharvavijayain, Pane- 
alisvayamvaram, and lialyaansaugandhikauj, all based on 
episodes in the Mahabharata. While a seventh Kathakali Ra- 
rakasuravadham, based on a story in the SiTmad-Bhagavata, 
was in processs of composition, ASvati Tirana!, Iiis grand- 
rrephew, meddled with it to its distinct advantage, and the 
Maharaja thereupon allowed him to complete it. Balarama- 
bharata is the only Sanskrit work of the Maharaja hitherto 
known. 

Being a work on Hatyasastra, Balaramabharata proper- 
ly opens, with invocatory verses to Uunata-Nfcra -Vinayaka, 
Nataraja, Parvati in a dancing posture, and SiTpadma- 
iiabha who appeared as a dancing child before Divakara- 
sauyasin. Reference is also made to the Maharaja’s remote 
ancestors, Cheramanpermnal Nayanar, one of the sixty three 
Saivite saints (verses 16 and Id), and Knla§ekhara-Azhvar, 
one of the 12 Vaishanavite Saints (verses 18 and 19), of South 
India. The former is the author of Atiula, Ponvaiipattantari 
and Mummamkkovai in Tamil, and the latter, of Penunul Ti- 
rumozhi in Tamil and MukundamaM in Sanskrit, all devotion- 
al poems of sup'crior merit. Baiainartapda Varma, mentioned 
in verse 28, has already been referred to by me, as also Rama 
Varma’s grand-nephew ASvati Tirunal. Ravi Varma, the 
younger brother of Rama Varma, referred to in verse 24, was 
Makayiram Tirunal, whose unrivalled feats in magic and jug- 
glery excited the admiration of his contemporaries. He died 
in 1786 A. D. Who the Maharaja’s spiritual preceptor was, is 
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not certain; but in the introductory verses to his RajasTtyam 
he invokes the blessing of a i highunathasQri in the following 
terras 

if m 

frr!=2ir g'^ra^rp’lR-gf ^ ifh%h i 

lf!Wil'Jn5!WTn% ?|^5TOT#T 

’f?? gi3rr%f4 €f It 

The same Raghunathasnri is referro;! tu in respectful 
terms by Asvati Tirun al, -who, in his Srnganisudhakara des- 
cribes himself as It is possible 

that he might have instructed the Maharaja in Yoga. In 

any case there can be no doubt that he was both mJTfn^iT^oT 
and »tR?Tra?ir5rCtot ag expressly mentioned by himself inverses 
28 and 30 respectively- 

The only three Indian .sox^ereign* with whom the 
author cf Bahiramabharata is, in my opinion, worthy of 
comparison are King Harsha of Kanouj, King Bhoju of 
Dhar, and King Krishnadevaraya of Vijayanagar. The 
name of Maharaja Kartika Tirunal is even to-day remembered 
with gratitude, affection and respect throughout the length 
and breadth of Kerala, as the saviour of Kerala from the 
Tiger of Mysore, h izba van (eld) Kaja, Dharmaraja, llama- 
rslja, and Valia Ammavan (the great uncle), are some of 
the several names by %vhich he is known to posterity. Good 
cause, indeed, has Travaneore, to be proud of this sovereign 
who strenuously lived the life of an ideal Hindu king and 
who well and truely laid the foundation of her future peace 
and prosperity.” 

The author is thus pGrirayed by me in my Citrabhyu- 
daya Kavya ; — 

fiw n 

®ri5ri5r'l^ 
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?r?raf?*rrftsf?r ii 
®w?i5rroT wTaro^ra ^rstm' \ 
wi#tifqT?w ^i^sftjfrq;, %®rd nar; n” 

The edition of the work is based on a single mantiseript 
belonging to the Palace Library of His Highness the Maha- 
raja. It is written in Malayalam characters and appears to 
be a century and a half old. Only one manuscript is a%’‘aii- 
able of this work and that manuscript was preserved in the 
Palace Library and it gives me immense pleasure to place 
this precious work before the learned public. 

Trivandrum, \ 

1 - 11 - 1936 . I 


K. SAMBASIVA aiSTEI. 
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LIST OF SANSKRIT PUBLICATIONS 
FOR SALE. 


Bhaktiraanjari (Stuti) by H. H. Svati 

Sri Rama Yarma Maharaja. I 0 0 


commentary SuiidarT ol: Eajaraja 

Varma Koil Tampuran. 2 0 0 


Trisandrum Sanskrit Series. 

Ko. 1 — -^^H^Daiva (Vyakarmia) by Deva mth 
Purusakara of Kr^palliaSiikuimmi 

(out of stock), IOC 

No. 2— Abhi- 

nairakanstttbhamala and Daksina- 
murtistava by KrspalllaSu^minn 

(out oj stocic). 0 i 0 

3 — Nalabhyudaya_(ICavya) bv 

Vamana Bluitta Baija (second 

edition). 0 4 0 

No Sivalilarnava (Kaya) by 

NllakanthaDIksifca 2 0 0 

No 6— Yyaktiviveka (Akftkara) 

by Mahima-Bhatta with commentary 

(out of stock). 2 12 0 

No. 6-sfe#t= Durghatavrttl (Vyata-ai^) 

by Sarapadevu (out of stock). 2 0 0 

XT 7 -.aarHrasi^STfesCT Brahmatattvapraka- 

' (ouiof*toek)> 1 0 U 


No. 9— Yirupaksapancasika 
(VedantaJ by VirQ.paksanatha with 
the commentary o£ Vidyacakra- 

vartin (out of stock) . Q 8 0 

No. lO— Matangaliia (Gajakksaija) 

by Nilakantha (oMi o/s^oc^). 0 8 0 

No Tapatisamvarana 

(Nataka) by Kula§ekhara Varma with 
the commentary of Si vararoa 

(out of stock). 2 4 0 

No. 1 2— Paramarthasara ( Vedanta) 
by AdiSesa with the commentary of 

Eaghavananda (out of stock). 0 8 0 

No. ia— Subhadradhananjaya 

(Nateka) by Kulasekhara Varma with 
the commentary of Sivarama 

(out of stock). 2 0 0 

No. 14— Nitisara (NTti) by Kamandaka, 
with the commentary of Sankararya 

(out of stock). 3 8 C 

No. 15—- Syapnavasavadatta 

( N ataka) by Bhasa (second edition). 1 8 0 

ray^a (Na^aka) by Bhasa 

(out of stock). 18 0 

No. If— Pancaratra (Nataka) by 

Bhasa (out of stock) . 10 0 

No. 18— Narayaniya (Stuti) by 
Narayapa Bhatta with the Gomme^^t- 

ary of DeSamangalayarya 4 0 0 

(second edition ) . 

No. 19— Manameyodiaya (Mlmamsa) 
by Nariya^a Bhatta and Narayapa 

Papcjita (out of stock). 14 0 

No. 20— Ayimaraka (Nataka) by 

(out of stock ). 18 0 

No, 21— ^r55%Rcnr Balacarita (Nataka) by 

Bhasa (out of stock). 1 0 Q 




i 






3 



Madhyamavyayoga-Duta- 
yakya-Dutaghatotkaca- Kama - 
bhara and Urubhanga (Nataka) 
by Bbasa {out of stock)- 

jq’o^ 23 — Hanartharaayasam- 
ksepa (Ko§a) by KeSavasvaium 
(Part I, 1st and 2nd Kaiidas). 

{out of stuck) . 

No. 24— Janakiparmaya(Kavya) 
by Cakra Kavi (out oj stock). 

No. 25 — 

candrika (Nyaya) by Gungadhaia- 
suri {out of stuck). 

No. 26— ®rf^^chdl<i:WR, Abhisekanataka by 

Bhasji (^out of stock f 

No 27 — Kumarasambhava (Kavya) 
® bv KaUdasa with the two comment- 
aries, PrakaSika of Arunagu'inatha 
and Yivarana of NarSyana Paiidita 
(Part I, 3 St and 2nd bargas) 
{out of stock). 

Wq 28— Yaikhanasadhamapi’a- 

sna ( Dharmasatra) by V ikhanas 
{out of stock )• 

jIq 29 — Nanartharaavasam - 

IjrjM JYirvO f I bv KeSavusvaniin 



]^Q g3 — Yararucasangraha 

(Vvakarniia) -with the conimentary 
Dlpfipi'iihlui ot Nfirayana 

(out qf stoci,'). ( 

No 84— Tif^T3^: Manidarpana (Nyaya) by 

Rfijacadamanimakhin. - 

No 35— -nf^raK: Manisara (Nyaya.) by Oopl- 

natha. 

31] — Kumarasambiiata (Kavya) 

"" by Kalidasa with the tAVO comment- 
aries, Praka§ika ot x\.rumgirinatha 
and ViA'iU’iiiAii o£ avayaiia Faiidita 
(Part Ili, Cth, 7th and 8fch Sargas). 

37 — sTT^=gT13i34;Asaucastaka (Smrti) by 

A iiraruci with coiiiiTieiitaiy. 

No. 38— 5imT%fT3??rra?n^ Namalinganusasana 
(hosa) by Amarasimba Avith the com- 
mentary Tikasarvasva o£ V andya- 
o-hatJya Sai-vananda (Part I, 1st 
^ ■ Kanda). 

Carudatta (Nataka) by Bhaba 
(out of stock). 

No, 4 ()- — 3 r^fp::fp[J?;.Alankarasatra by Rajanaka 
Ruyyaka Avith the Alankarasarvasva 
of Mankhuka and its commentary b} 
Samndrabandha (second edition). 

No 4l--^3T«ITciT'5RK5JI._Adhyatmapatala (Ve- 
danta) by^Apastamba A\nth Vivarana 
of Sri Sankara -Bhagawat-Pada 
(out of stock). 

jjq 42— Pratimanataka by Bhasa 

"^(out of stock). 

No. 43— Namalinganusasana 

(KoSa) by Amarasimba with the tAvo 
commentaries, AmarakoSodghatana of 
k§Irasvamin and Tikasarvasva of 
Vandyaghatiya Sarvananda (Part II, 

^ " 2nd Kanda, 1-6 vargas). 

No. 44 — Tantrasuddha by Bhattai'aka 
Vedottama. {out of stock). 
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' RS. - AS. P. 

No 45— IOC 

No. 46~trfetT^Tl^: Pai’ibhasaYrtti 0^.7^' „ , 

karana) by NTlakaiibha Dlk?it,a. 0 b '» 

No. 48---f^FHT%^T^ (Part II). 2 0 0 

No. 49-*fe^(f^ 0 4 0 

No. 8 0 0 

(Aliifikara) by buiga Bhupila. «> 

No. 5i— iTTni%ffTi5rra^’^ 

(Ko§a) by Aiaarasimha >nth tlic tv,o 

commentaries, Amarakolodgbatana ot 
K§Irasvamin and Tikasarvasva ot 

VaiKlvagliatIyaSarvanancla(larttii, „ 

2iidKanda, 7-10 Vargas). 2 0 U 

No. 52-5ni7f^Tg^^ ^^T^'lfhScor- 

(Ivosa) bv Amanisimha with the com 
raeutary* Tikasarvasva oE 

ghatiya Sarvarumda (Tai ^ 0 

No. Sabdanirna|a „ 

K„. 0 4 0 

.s 0 

yaruian, {out of stock f 

0 8 0 

Jjo. .3r-ig*’3ft5^8®«'>”‘''““"‘“(Kavya). 1 

XT aag rr r inra t^FW: Siddhantasiddhanjana 

*'“• K«biHaudap"t ^ ^ , 


4 0 
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Ko, 

No. 

No 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


Nagananda (Nataka) ijy 

Harsadeva with the comioentavy^ 
Viiimr&inT of SivavEbiiia Owi of 


(JO — Laghustati by La,<«;hiil/hattaraka 

with the eomracMtary of Kaghavftnanda. 0 

(j 1 — SiddiiaB tasiddlianjana 
' \'e(!auta') ])v Kiisijananda Sarasviitl 

^ (Part IV). i 

(12 — Sarvaiiiafeasaiigi’Aa. 

{iiiit 0/ ?t(h:k). 0 

(j;.j — Kiratarjuiiiya (Navya) 
b\' i’>lirs,i*avi Avitii tlie coniiricntary Sa- 
‘ iHlarthadipika of Citrabliaiiu (1, 2 

and 3 Sargaa). 2 

64 — Meghasandesa by Kalidasa 
with the commentary PradT])a of 

Daksiijavamnatha. 0 

B o — TI*TO^ Mayamata (Silpa) by ^ Maya- 

mmii {out oj stock ). 3 

66— Maharthamanjari (l)ar§ana) 

w'itli the commentary Pavimala of 

j\I.alic§TaranaTida. 2 


4 0 
8 0 


« 0 

,S 0 

12 0 
4 

4 0 


4 0 


No. 


No. 


No. 

No. 


(j 7 — :fr?=Rmu?r: Tantrasamuccaya (Tautra) 
by Narayana with, the commentary 
Vi'marsinl of feankaru (Part 1, 

1-6 Patalas) (wi S 

6,4 — ?rT^?7n?r: Tatt¥aprakasa (Agama) by 
SriBhojadeTawiththecommeutary 

'1 atpa."o,dTpik‘3. of Sri iviraiara. 1 12 (1 

6:.)--|^Fr#rgrHpt^wf^h Isanasivaguru- 

devapaddhati ( Tan tr a) I )y ISa nafeiva- 

gurudevanai&ra Part I, Sfimanya- 

pada). 1 

70— Iryamanjusriraula- 
kalpa (Part 1) . 

71 — cF^rerg^^: Tantrasamuccaya(Tantra) 

by Narayana with the commentary 
VimarSinl of Sank ara (Part II, 7 12 


}5 0 


S 0 







pada 81-64 Patalas and Yogapida). 3 


ES. AS. f. 

No. 72 — : Isanashraguru- 
de¥apaddhati(Tantra)byl§ana§ivii- 
gurudevamiSra (Partll, Mantrapada). 4 0 0 

No. 73— IsTarapratipatti- 
prakasa (Vedanta) by Madhusudana- 
sarasvatT. 

No. 74— Yajnavalkyasmrti with 
the commentary BalakridS- o£ 

Vi&TarhpacSrya . (Part I — AcSra 
and Yyavahara Adhy^as). 

No. 75 — Silparatna (Silpa) by Srl- 

kmmlra (Part I). 2 12 0 

No. 76— Aryamanjusrimula- 

kalpa (Part II). 3 0 0 

.lo. 77— IsanasiYaguru- 
devapaddhati (Tantra) by I§anasiva- 
gurudevami§ra (Part III, Kriyapada 

1 — 30 Patalas). 3 0 0 

jjo, 78 — AsYalayanagrhya- 
sutra with the commentary Anavila 
o£ Haradattacarya. 

No. 79 — Arthasastra o£ Kantalya with 
commentary by Mahamahopadhyaya 
T. Gapapati Sastri (Part 1, 1 & 2 
Adhikarapas). 

No. 80-— Do. Do. (Part II, 3 — 7 
Adl^araijas) . 

No. 81 — «nira«¥!T^lf^:YajnaYalkyasmrti with 
the commentary Baiakrida o£ Vi^va- 
rhpacarya (Part II. Prayascit- 
tadhyaya). 

No. 82 — Arthasastra of Kantalya 
with commentary by Mahamahopa- 

dhyayB T. Ssstri (Part III, 

8 — 15 Adhikarapas), 

No. iB^asivagurn- 

devapaddhati (Tantra) by Isana- 




S8. AS. t. 



No. 84— Iryamanjusrimula- 

kalpa (rart III). 2 0 0 

No, 85 — Yisnasamhita (Tantra). 2 8 0 

No. 86— Bharatacarita (Kavya) 

by Kr§?akavi. 18 0 

55 ^ 0 . 87— Sangitasamayasara 
(Sanglta) of Sangitakara PHrSva- 
deva. 1 20 

No. 88— ^TS?lSRRRt: Kavyaprakasa (Alaftkara) 
of Mammatabhatta with the two com- 
mentaries the SampradayaprakaSinl of 
Sri Vidyacakravartin and the SShi- 
tyachdamani of BhattagopEla 

(Part I, 1-0 IJllasas). 3 0 0 

No. 89— Sphotasiddhi (Vyakarapa) 

by Bharatami§ra. 0 8 0 

]^o. 90 — Mimamsasloka- 
¥artika with the commentary KaSika 
of SucaritamiSra (Part I). 280 

No. 91— fiTRnmHorasastra of Varahamihira- 

carya with the 'Yivarapa of Eudra. 3 0 0 

No. 92 — Rasopanisat. 2 0 0 

No. 93 — Vedantaparibhasa 

(Vedanta) of Dharmiirajadhvarlndra 
with the commentary Prakasika of 

Peddadikiita. 1 8 0 

No. 94 — Brihaddesi (Sanglta) of 

Matangamuni. 18 0 

No. 95— Ranadipika (Jyotiia) of 

Kumaragapaka. 0 4 0 

No. 96— Rksamhita with the Bha§ya 
of Skandasvamin and the commentary 
of Vehkatamadhavarj a} (Part 1, 1st 
' . : . Adhyaya^ 1 st Astaka). 1 8 0 
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as. AS. F 


No. 97- 


(bmfti) with Bhs.§ya of Bhavasvamin. 2 0 f) 

No. 98— f^?:^Silparatna (Silpa) by Srf- 

kumara. (Part II,) 2 8 0 

No. 99— MimamsasIoTta- 
yaPtika(Mimamsa) with the com- 
mentary KaSika of Sucaritamifci 

(Part II). 2 0 0 

No. 100— tCTs^rsPRRI: Kavyaprakasa (Alafikara) 
of Mammatabhatta with the two com - 
mentaries, SampradayaprakSginT of 
Srlvidyacakravartin, and Sahitya- 
cad^mani of Bhattagopala. (Part II, 

6—10 UllSsas), 5 0 0 

No. 101— Aryabhatiya (Jyoti§a) of 
Aryabhatacarya with the Bha§ya of 
Niiakapthasomasutvan (Parti. 

Gapitapada). 2 8 0 

No, 102 — Dattila (Saftgita) of Dattila- 

muni. 0 4 0 

No. 103— Hamsasandesa (Yedanta) 
with commentary. 

No. 104 — Sambapancasika 

(Stuti) with commentary. 

No, 106--^rf%rsf^: Nidhipradipa of Siddha- 
§rilai?tha§ambhu. 

No, 106— Prakriyasaryasya. 

(VySkara^) of Sri NSrayatja 

Bhatta with commentary (Parti.) 

No. 107— Kayyaratna (Kavya) 

of Arhaddasa 

No. 108— Balamartanda- 
y^aya. (Nataka) of Devarajaifeavi, 

No. 109— wnwn? Nyayasara with the 

commentary of VftsudevaBtlrl 


